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The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens was elected and consecrated on June 30, 2007 as bishop suffragan. She joins the Rt. Rev. Andrew D. Smith, diocesan bishop, and the Rt. Rev. James E. Curry, senior suffragan bishop, to serve the Diocese of Connecticut. 

Biography
Laura Ahrens received a B.A. in geology and geophysics from Princeton University in 1984; a Master of Divinity (M.Div.) from Yale Divinity School/Berkeley Divinity School in 1991; and a Doctorate of Ministry (D.Min.) from Hartford Seminary in 2000 (the theme of her doctoral work was “Engaging a Generation, Adult Education for Baby Boomers”). She was ordained as a priest in 1992.

Laura served as curate at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Osterville, MA (1991-1993); served as associate rector at Trinity Episcopal Church in Concord, MA (1993-1995); and served as associate rector at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Darien, CT (1995-2000). She has served as a member on the Bishop and Diocesan Executive Council and was a part of the design team that articulated the theme “God’s People on Mission.” She served as well on the Diocesan Stewardship Committee. Presently, Laura is serving the diocese as a member of the Standing Committee, a member of Committee I (Priesthood), a member of the Program and Budget Committee, and as secretary of Diocesan Convention.

From 2000 to 2007, Laura served as rector of St. James’ Episcopal Church in Danbury, CT. She worked with the city of Danbury in creating the Overflow Homeless Shelter, began a relationship in her parish with Habitat for Humanity, and strengthened her parish’s relationship with Covenant to Care. She is also currently an associate of SSJE (Society of St. John the Evangelist). 

Laura is presently engaged to be married to Mr. Bob Fawber.

October 15, 2008: Bishop Ahrens received an honorary doctorate from Berkeley Divinity School at Yale, during the Annual Convocation.



	


CHURCH GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Thanks to the generous support of Canon Marge Roccoberton, we have the talented consultant Mac Barnum working with Christ Church.  Below is his bio, followed by a report on his meeting with Christ Church Vestry, submitted by Vestry Clerk Frances Ruff.

MAC BARNUM

Diocesan Consultant on Church Development with Christ Church

The Venerable Mac Barnum is a Deacon in the diocese, now retired from the role of Archdeacon, which he served for about 20 years.  He now serves the diocese as a consultant in mission and leadership development. In his professional career he has had, for many years, a consultancy working with corporations in management and leadership development. In recent times his work has been focused more with churches and nonprofit groups. 

 Some of the churches Mac has worked with in the last several years include St. David's, Gale's Ferry (Charles Baker), Christ church, Ansonia (Amy Welin), St. Stephen's, East Haddam (Rachel Thomas), St. Paul's, Huntington (Janet Waggoner), St. Mark's, Mystic (Mark Santucci).

 The assignments have been varied: developing mission/purpose statements; establishing planning processes; working with Vestries on issues of growth, organizational structure, outreach, stewardship, etc. Other projects range from leadership training workshops for clergy and church leadership to individual coaching assignments.

Christ Church Vestry and Congregation look forward to working with Mac in the coming months.  

Discussion at Vestry Meeting 
Rev. Richards introduced The Ven. Mac. Barnum.

Mac Barnum gave those present a brief resume then ask us to come up with ideas that we feel are needed to help this Church grow-some of the ideas;

 H Need to attract young people


H Young families and those that are unchurched.

H  Continuing current activities 
   

H Supporting elders of church and community.

 H Spiritual support in community 

H Ask youth AA for input

H Memorial Day at Doughboy meet and greet with members of community.

Mac, then asked what does Growth Mean? Making Sunday Service user friendly,

i.e. instead of using Book of Common Prayer have complete service (with prayers) 

printed in program.   Goals must be workable and accepted by all in order to work. 
Mac will meet Sunday  May 3rd  with congregation .

The area churches will gather at St. John’s in Salisbury on June 20 to hear from Canon LaFond as he presents on Stewardship and Church Life.  Below is a brief  biography of Canon LaFond.  

The Rev. Canon Charles LaFond is the Canon for Congregational Life in the Diocese of New Hampshire in the Ordinary Staff of The Right Reverend V. Gene Robinson, Bishop of New Hampshire. 

Charles began his vocation in the corporate no-profit sector as a Senior  Corporate Vice President for Financial Development and Communications/Marketing for an urban corporation of 14 YMCAs where he raise more than $20 million in capital and planned giving assets and increased annual giving from $200,000 to more than $4 million per year. More recently Charles has eight years experience as a parish priest and lived for the three years as a novice and monk at the monastery of the Society of St. John the Evangelist where he did spiritual direction and led retreats.  

Charles’ current ministry combines a decade as a fund raiser and a second decade as a priest and monk. Charles comes at stewardship, congregational development and spiritual conversion of life not solely as parts of a logistical issue, but also as a pastoral, spiritual and theological issues. We live in a church which has exchanged being a movement for being an organization.  We also live in a culture weighed down by wealth and power, in a world weighed down by poverty and illness and in a church which seems unable to have a bold conversation around money and spirituality. We live in a society over-whelmed by words, over-caffeinated by stimulants, over burdened by schedules and anesthetized to the ways our material and financial life gets in the way of our relationship with a Savior who loves the poor.  

Charles treats formation around stewardship as a combination of spiritual reflection, conversion of life and the provision of the latest tools being used in the church and non-profit sector to encourage increased giving.  Charles has consulted with more than 20 dioceses and 200 parishes and is currently developing curriculum for small –parish stewardship programs.  Charles is an adjunct professor at Virginia Theological Seminary teaching a winter term in stewardship, fundraising, strategic planning and communications and Chaplain to the New Hampshire State Senate.

Charles’ interest is in calling the Church to a deeper awareness of how much we are loved by God and to a simpler and more aware life in that context.   A master potter of 25 years, Charles lives on a farm with a pottery in the woods of New Hampshire with his black lab named “Kai,” 
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	 Please note new 

assignments for readers
	First Reader

Second Reader

Chalicist
	Old Testament, Psalm (OT/Ps)

New Testament (NT)

Prayers of the People (Pr)

	April 2 

Wednesday

1:30pm
	HC Geer Village


	Pat Landis, Lorma Davis,Frances Ruff
	
	Counters 
	John  Leich, Dick 

Curtis

	  April 5
Sunday 10am
	PALM SUNDAY
	
	
	Altar Guild
	Frances Ruff , Pat Landis

	
	Ushers
	Pat McGuire, Pat Landis
	April 12  2pm
Easter Sunday
	HC GEER Nursing & Rehab
	Pat Landis, Lorma Davis,Frances Ruff

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Sylvia Nielsen
	April 19

Sunday  10am
	
	

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Frances Ruff
	
	Ushers
	Pat McGuire, Bev Becker

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Dick Curtis
	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Lorma Davis

	
	Counters
	Sylvia Nielsen, Frances Ruff
	
	2nd Reader  NT
	John Leich

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis
	
	Chalicist Pr
	Dick Curtis

	April 8
Wednesday10:30am
	HC GEER NURSING 
	Pat Landis, Lorma Davis,Frances Ruff
	
	Counters
	Frances Ruff, Dick Curtis

	
	
	
	
	Altar Guild
	Lorma Davis

	April 10

Friday,12pm
	GOOD FRIDAY
Tennebrae - Last
	Words
	April 22
11am
	HC NOBLE
	Pat Landis, Lorma Davis,Frances Ruff

	
	Ushers
	Pat Landis, Sylvia

Nielsen
	April 26

Sunday  10am 
	
	

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis
	
	Ushers
	Bev Becker Pat Landis

	April 12     10am

Easter Sunday
	RT Rev Laura

Ahrens
	
	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Lynn Curtis

	
	Ushers
	Bev Becker, Pat Landis
	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Lorma Davis

	
	
	
	
	Chalicist Pr
	Frances Ruff

	
	
	
	
	Counters
	Pat Landis Lorma Davis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	John Leich
	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Dick Curtis
	April 29

Wednesday 
	HC Noble

11am
	Pat Landis, Lorma Davis,Frances Ruff

	
	Acolyte & Prayers

	Sylvia Nielsen
	
	
	

	
	Deacon
	Rev. Rosalie Richards
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	Sunday 
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	Thursday
	Friday
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	1
	2

1:30pm – HC Geer Village
5:30pm ESL
	3

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop
5:30 ESL
	4

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	5  Palm Sunday

 8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church

4pm – Ecumenical Pilgrim House
	6  1-4pm Church doors open meditation
8pm – AA Adult Meeting - Parish


	7   1-4pm Church doors open meditation
5:30pm ESL
8pm – AA Youth Meeting - Parish

	8

10:30 HC Geer

1-4pm Church doors open meditation

	9  MAUNDY  Thursday
1-4pm Church doors open meditation
2pm Choir

6:30pm Ecumenical service-North Canaan
Congregational  
	10  Good Friday
Treasurer Shop

Closed Today Only

 12-1pm Tennebrae   Service – Christ Church
1-4pm Church doors open meditation


	11

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	12   EASTER w/Bishop Ahrens
8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church

Easter Egg Hunt/ Reception After Service

2pm – HC Geer Nursing


	13

8pm – AA Adult Meeting - Parish

	14

5:30pm ESL
8pm – AA Youth Meeting - Parish

	15


	16 
2pm Adult Choir  
Rehearsal
5:30 ESL

7pm - Vestry


	17

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop
5:30 ESL
	18

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	19  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church

11:30am Junior Choir /pizza


	20

8pm – AA Adult Meeting - Parish

	21

5:30pm ESL
8pm – AA Youth Meeting - Parish

	22

11am Noble Horizons


	23

2pm Adult Choir  
Rehearsal
5:30 ESL


	24

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop
5:30 ESL
	25

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	26  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church

11:30am Junior Choir /pizza

5pm Evensong

	27

8pm – AA Adult Meeting - Parish

	28
5:30pm ESL
8pm – AA Youth Meeting - Parish

	29

11am Noble Horizons


	30

2pm Adult Choir  
Rehearsal
5:30 ESL
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The Evangel





Christ Church, Canaan & All Saints Chapel, Cornwall





April  2009





Vicar’s View-


Look and See


 Our youth confirmation class ended with an invitation to open to an experience.  Dick Curtis led the group, and he closed the class with this thought:  If you look for something, you will likely see it (if it is there!) and if you don’t look, you will probably see it without seeing it.  This is how he explained it:  If someone asks you to name all the objects around you that are the color blue, you will see the sky through the window, the blue on someone’s shirt, the  blue ink in the pen you are using, a shade of blue in the rug, perhaps.  At supper if someone asks you if there was blue in the room that you were in, you will remember it.


 


But…if you were in that same room and then left without looking for the color blue, then hours later if someone asked if you saw that color you likely would say no.  The color was there both times, he said, but you see what you are looking for and you often miss something if it is not what you are looking for.  


 


The same is true of our experience of God, he explained.  So often people say:   “I don’t believe in God because I don’t experience God!”  But, we can try an experiment of looking.  Try this week each day beginning the day with this prayer:  “May I experience your presence today in an answer to a question, in an answered prayer, in a conversation.  Today I look for a sign of you in my life.  I ask that you help me see you in my life today.”  Try this, and at the week’s end share what you experienced with a friend.


 


Matthew 7:7 also invites us to this experience:  "Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you."


 


In Christ,


Rev. Rosalie


 � �
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In this Evangel


This Evangel is dedicated to the new life of Easter which our congregations


 pray, live, and work toward.





In this Evangel you will find a biography of Bishop Laura Ahrens, who will 


be with both congregations this Easter Day—at 8 a.m. at All Saints in West Cornwall, and at 10 at Christ Church in Canaan.  Our ten o'clock service is 


followed by a reception and by an Easter egg hunt--for the young at heart.  


We warmly invite all of our friends to join us.  At 2 p.m. on Easter afternoon 


we will celebrate Easter Holy Communion with our friends at Geer Nursing.





 	You also will see in this Evangel a report from the Vestry meeting with The 


Ven. Mac Barnum, who is working as a diocesan consultant with Christ  


Church in the area of church life and development.  We are grateful to him 


for his time with us as we work to make this year count.  Our Vestry has    continued working with energy to continue the goal of growth of our dynamic community church.





 	There are also bios and a flyer for a summer workshop on Stewardship 


with Canon Charles LaFond from the Diocese of New Hampshire.  All churches


 in the Northwest Corner are invited to share and learn together.  The 


program will be at St. John’s in Salisbury from 10am-1pm, followed  by


 lunch (please order that one week ahead of time by calling the church


 office at 824-7410.  The cost for this delicious meal will be $8.00).  


�In Christ,  Rev. Rosalie


�












Bishop Laura Ahrens 


with 


Chapel of All Saints


& 


Christ Church Canaan





 Easter Day  - April 12th 








Stewardship Workshop June 20th 


with Canon Charles LaFond





HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE…..


To celebrate Holy Week this year we hold Holy Communion service at Geer Nursing and Rehabilitation Center on Holy Wednesday at 10:30am.  We celebrate Maundy Thursday at an ecumenical service at North Canaan Congregational Church at 6:30pm.  Good Friday ecumenical prayer liturgy and Tennebrae will be offered at Christ Church Canaan at noon.  


The afternoons of Holy Week the Christ Church doors will be open for silent prayers and meditation from 1 to 4 pm.  








April 2009 – Server Schedule 











Mission Statement 





Christ Church seeks to share God’s love by 


nourishing and strengthening the spirit through worship, reflection and community outreach and 


by assisting and providing support to the people 


of the northwest corner. 




















