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*****************

The full text of this report is found on our church website http://www.christchurchcanaan.org under the heading “Evangel and News.”  News and events related to preparations for the Lambeth Conference can be found at http://www.lambethconference.org/.
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Congregations Initiate Conversations To Agree On Our Relationship
By Lynn Curtis
S

omeone asked this past winter just what the official relationship is between the two 
congregations, and not one person could speak to that question.  We decided that the 
relationship between the two congregations is vitally important, and that we deserve to 
explore and affirm our association.
On April 13 The Rev. Canon Marge Roccoberton came to Canaan to meet with representatives from both of our congregations—the Executive Committee of the Christ Church Vestry and the Steering Committee of All Saints.  The topic was our relationship as it was first formed, where we find ourselves today, and how we would like to live into our relationship in the future.  We see this meeting as the first of many conversations, to include every opinion in the pews as well.

A Diocesan certificate dated December 11, 2006 affirms the formation of this relationship.  All Saints, which has a very interesting history of her own, became at that point a worshipping congregation of Christ Episcopal Church.  According to the diocesan Constitution and Canons, her budget is Christ Church’s budget.  

The discussions which followed were open to every possible scenario for a future of the relationship.  The result of the two hour meeting was that people there were very interested in the status quo--continuing as the two congregations have been living into their relationship.  Several copies of the report will be made available at coffee hour in the next few weeks.  

The budget received some discussion.  Further talk focused on Vestry membership by All Saints and opportunities for shared programs and events so that people will know each other.  Also discussed were Christ Church mission outreach and having Christ Church representation on All Saints’ steering committee.  

Because it was agreed that further meetings will get fewer open responses than informal coffee hour talks, official meeting dates were not set.  

We are grateful to Canon Marge for her positive and warm presence at this meeting, and each person brought their own wisdom.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
By Terri Bunce
                            It's been a delightful year with the Sunday School students. All were 



     very committed and involved in each project that was introduced to them. The emphasis was on the David C. Cook curriculum filled with Bible stories with questions and Bible study to develop understanding, but we also included some skits, crafts, a Christmas pageant, time spent on the Ten Commandments, and parables from the New Testament.  We are ending the year with fun review puzzles which also include Bible study. 

May 18th will be the last day of Sunday School for this school year at Christ Church and June1st at All Saints. We will send the younger children from both congregations home with Bible stories from the church library, so they will have something to read over the summer and to discuss with their parents.   We encourage parents to talk with their children about the stories and about church.  

This coming year we will hope older children will carry the crucifix in the church procession. We will invite all of the Sunday School children to be in the procession and then to file through the sacristy church door and on to class, behind the crucifer.   We are looking forward to more fun beginning in September. Please invite friends and family to join the Sunday School. 

We welcome any comments or ideas from church members and are always looking for Sunday School teachers, so that we can diversify for the different age groups.   Thank you for your support. 
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People are stepping forward to add to the beauty and ministry in our midst.  Here are a few of them.
· Treasure Shop – we are grateful that Sylvia Nielsen will be administrative leader and that Abby Salaway is the new manager – Abby Salaway and Lorma Davis worked steadily all this year to keep our ministry at the Treasure Shop alive, and now, with the helpers and with our leadership, this important part of our community service is supported.  We do need volunteers for Saturdays, so that Lorma has assistance.  If you can volunteer one time a month or one time each two months, will you please call the Christ Church office?  

· The beautiful work that has begun on the fire escape stairway leading to the Parish Hall is impressive and reminds us that Al Dietzel went to college.  Painting, he tells us, is work he did in his college years.  He has not lost his touch!  We are grateful for this dedicated work which Al energetically offers.

· The youth AA group is thriving, after some transitioning as people moved on and leadership changed.  Christ Church is developing a friendship with this group thanks to their efforts, and we are already seeing their good will in concrete ways.  One of their members helped bring chairs downstairs to prepare for the April Mass on the Grass at Christ Church, and they have invited a Christ Church representative to attend a business meeting to share our programs with them.  

· The ESL teachers are on a rotation so that the commitment is possible for people with busy schedules.  Virginia Brecher will be back to teach the Friday class next fall, but will attend to prior obligations this summer.  Lorma Davis, who has experience in this work, will take the class on Fridays this summer.  Hunt Williams, who is a former teacher, will lead the Thursday class for two months.  We are grateful to Terri Bunce for teaching the Thursday class for the last two months.  B.J. Christinat, our town social worker, is also bilingual and thrives on working with Latinos.  She will teach the Wednesday class for two months.  

SERVERS’ SCHEDULE MAY 2008

	Please note new assignments for readers
	First Reader

Second Reader

Chalicist
	Old Testament, Psalm (OT/Ps)

New Testament (NT)

Prayers of the People (Pr)

	May 1 

Geer Village HC
	1:15 pm
	Frances Ruff, Lorma Davis

	May 4
	Ushers
	Pat McGuire, Lorma Davis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	John Leich

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Frances Ruff

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Counters
	John Leich, Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Altar Guild
	Frances Ruff

	May 9

Geer Nursing HC
	2 pm
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	May 11
	Ushers
	Beverly Becker, Lynn Curtis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps 
	Lynn Curtis

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Lorma Davis

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Dick Curtis

	
	Counters
	Pat Landis, Lynn Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis

	May 14

Noble Horizons HC
	11 am
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	May 18
	Ushers
	Pat Landis, Sylvia Nielsen

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Dick Curtis

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Lorma Davis

	
	Counters
	Frances Ruff, Dick Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Lorma Davis

	May 25
	Ushers
	Lorma Davis, Pat McGuire

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Lorma Davis

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Lynn Curtis

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Counters
	Lorma Davis, Lynn Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis

	May 28

Geer Nursing HC
	10:30 am
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	May 30

Healing Service HC

Christ Church

11:30 am 
	Reader/Server
	Lorma Davis


SERVERS’ SCHEDULE JUNE 2008
	Please note new assignments for readers
	First Reader

Second Reader

Chalicist
	Old Testament, Psalm (OT/Ps)

New Testament (NT)

Prayers of the People (Pr)

	June 1
	Ushers
	Beverly Becker, Sylvia Nielsen

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Stuart Little

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Frances Ruff

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Dick Curtis

	
	Counters
	Pat Landis, Dick Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Frances Ruff

	June 5

Geer Village HC
	1:15 pm
	Frances Ruff, Lorma Davis

	June 8
	Ushers
	Pat McGuire, Lorma Davis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Lynn Curtis

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Dick Curtis

	
	Counters
	Lynn Curtis, Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis

	June 13

Geer Nursing HC
	2 pm
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	June 15
	Ushers
	Dick Curtis, Beverly Becker

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Lorma Davis

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Frances Ruff

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Counters
	Frances Ruff, Terri Bunce

	
	Altar Guild
	Lorma Davis

	June 18

Noble Horizons HC
	11 am
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	June 22
	Ushers
	Lorma Davis, Pat McGuire

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	John Leich

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Lynn Curtis

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Counters
	Lorma Davis, Lynn Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Frances Ruff

	June 25 - Geer Nursing HC
	11:30 am
	Frances Ruff, Lorma Davis

	June 27

Healing Service HC

Christ Church    11:30 am
	Reader/Server
	Lorma Davis

	June 29
	Ushers
	Pat McGuire, Pat Landis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Sylvia Neilsen

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Lynn Curtis

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Lorma Davis

	
	Counters
	Lynn Curtis, Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis







           Community Serenity Series

    






                 
Dori Gay is a Marriage and Family Therapist






       
in Canaan who specializes in relationship  






        
issues as well as individual therapy. 






        
This past March she presented a workshop at 






        
Christ Church on Communication Skills.  







Participants asked her to return and to


 




present other topics.  








This fall, Dori Gay will offer a four-session 







Serenity Series with the goal of community 







support and empowerment.  Basing the 







series on the AA Serenity Prayer, Dori will 







help people focus on that portion of our goals on which we can have an impact.  The series will reach people at various ages and stages of life.  Though 
Dori can be present only four times, our list of topics has already grown beyond that number.  We will compile the list and pass it around to local congregations and groups in order to get people’s feedback and choices for topics, and to involve them in the series 
as it develops.

********
Thank you to all who participated in the Blessing of the Animals services

[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]e




Inspiring Quote

Pat Landis read this passage in Listening Hearts, the book that the that the Discernment group read this year.  For Pat this quote expresses what all of us are about.  

A healthy Christian community will encourage its members
 to become aware of one another and accountable to another.  
We need to do everything possible to fill the community with
         an attitude of concern for one another.  The genuine call of 
         any person in a Christian community is rightly the concern 
         


of all – and a shared responsibility.
This certainly describes Pat, and we are, all of us, grateful to her.  

Chirst Church, Canaan

 58 Main Street  

P.O. Box 965

Canaan, CT 06018

Phone: 860-824-7410

E-mail: admin@christchurchcanaan.org

	May 2008

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1

1:15 HC Geer Village
4pm – ESL


	2 10am – 1pm

Treasure Shop
9am  Serendipity

     at Bragg St.
5:45 pm – ESL


	3 
10:30  Funeral, Louise Donhauser



	4 
8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church


	5
	6

3pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
	7 
4:15pm – ESL


	8 
4pm – ESL


	9 9am  Serendipity
10am – 1pm

Treasure Shop

2pm HC Geer Nursing
5:45 pm – ESL


	10 10am – 1pm

Treasure Shop



	11 PENTECOST/ MOTHER’S DAY
8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Ch

	12
	13
3 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal

	14 
11am  HC  Noble  

   Horizons

4:15pm – ESL


	15 
4pm – ESL
7 pm  Vestry
	16 10a0m – 1pm

Treasure Shop

5:45 pm – ESL


	17 10am – 1pm

Treasure Shop



	18
8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church

	19
	20 
3 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal


	21
4:15pm – ESL
4:15  Class - First     
   Communion

 
	22 
4pm – ESL
	23 10am – 1pm

Treasure Shop

5:45 pm – ESL


	24 10am – 1pm

Treasure Shop



	25  Guest celebrant     The Rev.  Franck de Chambeau
8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Ch

	26
Memorial 

Day
	27
3 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal

	28
10:30AM  HC    

   Geer Nursing

 4:15pm – ESL


	29 
4pm – ESL
	30 10am – 1pm

Treasure Shop

11:30 Healing Service

12pm Healing book group
5:45 pm – ESL

	31 10am – 1pm

Treasure Shop
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Report on the Deliberations on the Anglican Covenant


By Reverend Rosalie Richards


As the Anglican Communion prepares for the Lambeth Conference, occasions for reflection are happening.  Church history teaches us that in times of great stress the finest theological statements are formed.  For the Anglican Communion this is one of those moments.  


This past April the New York Desmond Tutu Center at General Theological Seminary sponsored a conference to respond to the proposed Anglican Covenant.  The covenant had been recommended in the Windsor Report by a group appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to explore ways the Communion could maintain unity amid differing viewpoints. 


The gathering included 100 people, and the purpose was not to speak to any one position, but to provide a forum for open and informed discussion.  Because all positions were welcome, the reflections give a view of wider Anglican views.  Below are some of the reflections as reported by the Episcopal News Service.  





The New York conference opened with the Most Rev. Drexel W. Gomez, chairman of the Covenant Design Group.  He presented a pro-Anglican Covenant message.


Referencing Anglican polity and the Windsor Report, Gomez said that in the three years since the release of the Windsor Report, positions across the Communion have "polarized" and there is "less trust" between parties and provinces than there has been for a long time.


He stated that we need to identify the fundamentals that we share in common.  Citing the 11th chapter of Paul's first Letter to the Corinthians, Gomez said that "we are a covenant people" and this covenant is unbreakable because it is "founded in God's gracious attitude toward us."


Maori Anglican theologian Dr. Jenny Plane Te Paa, Dean of College of St. John the Evangelist in Auckland, New Zealand, delivered the second keynote address.  She said that although as a member of the Lambeth Commission she is clear that the current covenant proposal arises out of the Windsor Report, the events that have transpired since the reception of the report have “caused me to reconsider my initial support for the development of covenant."
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"Now as we all know the Windsor Report itself was in turn necessitated primarily by the strident claims of those variously bewildered/dismayed/outraged by Gene Robinson's Episcopal election and consecration," she explained. "And why? Well simple, really, because Gene is a gay man. . . ."  Te Paa went on to say though she supports the expression of these opinions, that other problems are far more serious.  "Global poverty, the sustained brutality of war, the wanton devastation of so much of God's perfect creation" are what she finds "impossible spiritually or scripturally to reconcile" with.  


Te Paa mentioned at least five critical sacred dimensions she felt would lead to covenantal relationship: friendship, fidelity, freedom, forgiveness and faith.


The Rev. Canon Gregory Cameron, deputy secretary of the Anglican Communion and a priest in the Church in Wales, said an Anglican covenant is vital to the future of the Anglican Communion. 


Liberals, he said, have been disappointed that new agendas have not been embraced or defended while conservatives feel that vital boundary markers have been uprooted and that the Communion's leaders have not been sufficiently effective in enforcing orthodoxy.


A number of speakers criticized the proposed covenant's third section that envisions scenarios when relationships between churches are terminated.  Still further thoughts were expressed by other participants.   


The Rev. Canon Dr. David Neelands, dean and professor of Anglican Studies at Trinity College, Toronto, said covenants should always be "carefully worked out statements of trust," but that the word "covenant" often resonates in different ways and has different nuances depending on culture.


The Rev. Dr. Ellen Wondra of Seabury-Western Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois, and editor of The Anglican Theological Review, sent a speech which was read.  She said "Communion is not something that can be forced or, for that matter, enforced."


The Rev. J. Robert Wright, professor of ecclesiastical history at General Theological Seminary in New York, argued that an Anglican covenant is desirable for the sake of Anglican ecumenical credibility and cohesiveness. 


The Rev. Titus Presler, the sub-dean of General Theological Seminary, said he was heartened by the fact that mission is central to the life of the Communion, according to the draft covenant. But he urged that mission be highlighted even more prominently as the animating motive of any covenant and the covenant itself should identify reconciliation as the core of that mission. 


"It affects our sense of the church, it affects the nature of our communion with one another, it affects our mission. It affects our identity -- so our emotional engagement is not surprising."


As we approach the deliberations to be held this coming July, we are reminded that the first covenant celebrated in our Scriptures is between God and the people of God.  Our good shepherd not only walks with us during this time, but he also waits for us on the other side of this and all of the events in our faith walk.  This covenantal faith gives us courage and hope as our Anglican Communion continues its deliberations.


		














COMMUNITY HEALING SERVICES


Rev. Rosalie is in conversation with East Canaan Congregational Church 


      about offering monthly ecumenical healing services for our community.  


Other churches will be invited to join us.  We will meet this summer and 	


make plans for a fall start-up.  Your thoughts and input are very welcome.  
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THANKS AND PRAISE
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