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CHRIST CHURCH, Canaan

&

The Chapel of All Saints, Cornwall

The Reverend Rosalie Richards, Vicar
Let your light so shine before all, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

–adaptation of Matthew 25:  40
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This month’s Evangel presents many ways, small and large, that our

congregations take the light of Christ into our community and into our world.  

Report on September 13 Shared Vestry Day

September’s numerous events just continue to reveal what Abby Salaway expressed so beautifully in the last issue of the EVANGEL—that although we are a small church, we continue to be very active. As well as embarking on a monthly ecumenical prayer service, and holding the first of a series of FIRST STEP lifeskills workshops, the vestry of Christ Church participated in a historic joint vestry retreat with St. John’s of Salisbury and Christ Church Sharon. The shared retreat was inspired by Rev. Rosalie, and enthusiastically agreed to by Rev. Carter and Rev. Widing. 

Canon Marge Roccoberton led us in exploring issues surrounding church growth. After explaining that most Americans worship in congregations no larger than 40 members, she described how many people these days are seeking churches with a strong mission—whether it is helping orphanages or needy schools, adopting a sister church, or actively working on one or more of the Millennium Goals set by the Episcopal Church.

We each took turns identifying a positive event from the last year at our church. Without exception, a program called DOING CHURCH DIFFERENTLY was mentioned by all our St. John’s friends. (Thanks to Rev. Rosalie, we will meet with the leaders of this program in November at the Litchfield Deanery meeting.)  Our Taze prayer service and Mass on the Grass were also highlighted, as was the drumming circle in Salisbury that brings many participants.

Canon Marge enumerated some practices, such as inviting people to church, sharing our own spiritual stories, and writing notes to newcomers, as ways to keep our church vibrant and alive.

Our final exercise was to list activities our three churches could join in. We will discuss them at our next meeting, and bring the results to our congregations for future discussion. We ask your prayers for our continued work in joyful fellowship.

--Lynn Curtis
* * * * * 

English as a Second Language Classes Resume in October
The ESL classes begin again in October.  This year we have asked one of the students to be our program coordinator and liaison between the Spanish Community, our students, and our teachers.  We are grateful for this energy and direction, which helps our program serve the community.  
October Reminders—

· The First Sunday of the Month Ecumenical Prayer Series Continues – Pilgrim House October 5, 4 pm—lead this month by Rev. Betty LeGeyt of the Methodist  Church

· We continue with the Dori Gay First Step Series in October – Christ Church, 11:30 October 12 topic is:  Social Life Opens New Possibilities After Retirement
· October 26—Evensong at 5 pm at Christ Church
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* * * * *
CHRIST CHURCH CANAAN HOSTING THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE

In addition to the Community Thanksgiving Dinner on Nov. 27th, and the Christmas Bazaar on Dec. 5th and 6th, Christ Church Canaan, under the leadership of Lorma Davis, has agreed to hold the Northwest Corner’s Fall World Day of Prayer on Saturday, Nov. 1st at 2 pm. This presents an exciting opportunity to join in prayer and meet with other spiritual people in our area. 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 16th
Our dear Lord Christ spoke often and openly about money, and about the funds that we commit to things that are long-lasting. Dedicating a part of your income to Christ Church Canaan joins you to centuries of Christians who have been moved to give back a portion of what God has given them.  

There’s so much to say surrounding the “care and feeding” of our church family, and better folk than I will be writing to you soon, inviting you to contribute to our own church’s 162nd year. The economic short-term future of our country is troubling, yet God gives us each the ability to choose whether we will give in faith or hold back in fear. We, however, also hold the possibility for future generations of Canaan’s Episcopal church-goers in our financial decisions now.

I ask you to join with me in pledging for 2009, and to remember that pledges can be altered at any time during the year to adjust to your financial situation.  If you prefer to give a one-time donation, or need information on arranging a bequest, please indicate that on the stewardship card that will be coming to you.  Any questions or concerns you may have can be confidentially addressed by speaking to Rev. Rosalie at 824-7739 or to Dick Curtis at 435-1232.

Yours,

Lynn Curtis 

* * * * *
* * * * * 
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2008 Harvest Thanksgiving Celebration

Ken Weaver interviews his mom Beverly Becker.
Who can come?

Anyone can come who wants to help celebrate the harvest and enjoy a great turkey dinner.

When and where will this take place?

This will take place Thanksgiving day, Thursday, November 27th, serving from noon to 2:00pm at the Pilgrim House, Granite Avenue, Canaan.

How much does it cost?

It costs nothing.  Just bring your appetite.

Who is putting this event on?

This is a community event but donations can come from anyone or any business.  The event is sponsored and represented by most local churches in Canaan, East Canaan, and Chapel of All Saints in Cornwall.

Who is doing the actual work?

Anyone who would like to help, from setting up of tables, chairs, place settings, etc. on Wednesday to actual hands on Thursday, Thanksgiving Day.

How can someone donate or volunteer?


If anyone would like to help in any way please call Beverly Becker at 824-5854.

How can someone donate or volunteer?


If anyone would like to help in any way please call Beverly Becker at 824-5854.

CORNWALL AG FAIR REPORT

The “real” story of The Chapel’s participation in Cornwall’s Agricultural Fair is twofold: it is the story of all those who worked all summer long to make the jams, jellies, pickles and chutneys that were sold and it is also the story of those who will benefit through The Hunger Project.  The latter story is best told by taking a look at www.thp.org which is the website for The Hunger Project. (If you do not have computer access, you can let Rev. Rosalie know and we will get printed materials to you.) 

It is difficult to tell the first half of the story without including a list of all those who contributed produce, those who chopped and stirred, those who ladled and sealed and those who labeled and lugged more than 750 jars to storage and then to the Fair and finally those who explained and cajoled and sold and ultimately collected nearly $4,000.  It was an incredible, but very satisfying effort for all those involved (at least that’s what they told me  ). It happened not because everyone who was asked helped, but because everyone stepped up and went beyond anything that could have been asked.  

And the best part, from my perspective, was the opportunity for people in the Cornwall community and beyond, to learn about the existence and vibrancy of the Chapel of All Saints – and hopefully respond to our oft repeated invitation to join us in worship some Sunday morning.

 


--Joanne P. Wojtusiak

October First Step Workshop on

Building a Social Network After Retirement
Dori Gay will present the second in a series of life skills workshops on Sunday, October 12th , from 11:30 am to 1 pm in the Christ Church Parish Hall. This month’s topic will explore developing or re-energizing ties of friendship and community after a major life change, such as retirement, bereavement, or divorce. The series is free and open to the public. 


The next workshop in the series will be held on Sunday, Nov. 9th at the same time and place.

Calendar Notes

October Ongoing Weekly Events:

Sunday
8 a.m. Holy Communion All Saints







9:30  Adult Choir PracticeChrist Church






10  Holy Communion Christ Church







11:30  Junior Choir and Pizza






             Monday
8 p.m.  Alcoholics Anonymous





      Tuesday
3 p.m.  Adult Choir practice








8 p.m.  Alcoholics Anonymous





     Thursday
5:30  English as a Second Language (ESL)



          Friday
10 – 1  Treasure Shop









1 – 4  Doors open for meditation and prayers






5:30  ESL class







      Saturday
10 – 1  Treasure Shop

Other October Calendar Dates
Thursday October 2
1:30 p.m.  Geer Village, Holy Communion
       Friday  3d


2 p.m.  World Day of Prayer planning meeting    Sunday 5th


4 p.m., Pilgrim House, Ecumenical Prayer Service  Friday, 10th 

2 p.m.  Geer Nursing, Holy Communion
     Sunday, 12th 

11:30  Dori Gay First Steps Series:  Social Life after 









Retirement
             Wednesday, 15th 
11 a.m.  Noble Horizons, Holy Communion

  Thursday, 16th

7 p.m.  Vestry



         
      Sunday, 26th

5 p.m.  Evensong





  Friday, 31st

All Hallow’s Eve, Geer Nursing, Holy Communion
SERVERS’ SCHEDULE
	Please note new assignments for readers
	First Reader

Second Reader

Chalicist
	Old Testament, Psalm (OT/Ps)

New Testament (NT)

Prayers of the People (Pr)

	October 2

Geer Village HC
	1:30 pm
	Frances Ruff, Lorma Davis

	October 5
	Ushers
	Beverly Becker, Pat McGuire

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	John Leich

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Frances Ruff

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Dick Curtis

	
	Counters
	John Leich, Lynn Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis

	October10

Geer Nursing HC
	2 pm
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	October 12
	Ushers
	Pat McGuire, Pat Landis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps 
	Lynn Curtis

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Dick Curtis

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Counters
	Dick Curtis, Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Altar Guild
	Frances Ruff

	October 15

Noble Horizons HC
	11 am
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	October 19
	Ushers
	Sylvia Nielsen, Pat Landis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Lynn Curtis

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Dick Curtis

	
	Counters
	Pat Landis, Lynn Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Francis Ruff

	October 26
	Ushers
	Beverly Becker, Pat McGuire

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	John Leich

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Lorma Davis

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Frances Ruff

	
	Counters
	John Leich, Dick Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis

	October 31

Geer Nursing HC
	2 pm
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis
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