[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.png]



[image: image9.jpg]



[image: image10.wmf]

COMING TOGETHER FOR COMMUNITY

In this election year we hear a lot of rhetoric, but one message on which all parties agree is that we must all work together to make the best of times both good and bad. 

Christ Church has spent a lot of time in community outreach this year. One of our most visible outreach centers is the Treasure Shop which has just been reaffirmed as a  Jubilee Center for the 11th consecutive year.
Reverend Rosalie sometimes leads the Puentes services in Spanish at St. John’s Church in Salisbury and with the help of some of our parishioners, has organized several  English as a Second Language courses in the community.

Christ Church has initiated an “Open Door Friday” program where the doors of the Church are open every Friday afternoon for the community to enter for silent meditation and prayer. Also, on the last Friday of each month, Christ Church holds a Healing Service at 11:30am.
In addition, Christ Church also has offered several speaker programs and community classes and the Church’s annual Railroad Days and Christmas Bazaars benefit the community with reasonably priced new and pre-used merchandise.

COMING…

Coming soon, the entire area community will be warmly invited to join with Christ Church, Canaan and several other local churches, including the North Canaan Congregational Church and the United Methodist Church of Canaan, for an Ecumenical Community Prayer Service. Beginning September 7, 2008, the service will be held on the first Sunday of every month, at 4pm at Pilgrim House, on Granite Avenue in Canaan.

In addition, Christ Church is planning to cooperate with several local churches to form what we hope will be a Community Christmas Bazaar, to take place at Pilgrim House in early December. Through the combined effort of our shared church community, local residents will have only one event to attend, but one with many, many more offerings than any one of our churches could organize on its own.

In advance of the Christmas Bazaar, The Treasure Shop has wonderful baskets, large and small for those who would like to volunteer to assemble baskets for Christ Church again this year. Contact the Church office or the Treasure Shop if you would like to see them, or have some sent to you. Additionally, we have some “starter” gifts: new or excellent condition items for use in Christmas baskets. If you are planning a “bath” basket or a “kitchen” basket or a “Child” basket or the like; we may have a few “starter” items for the basket as well. The best idea is to come in, see what we have, and pick out what appeals to you!

Also in September, Christ Church will begin Evensong at 5pm on the 4th Sunday of every month. Evensong is one of the vital experiences of the Episcopal/ Anglican faith. It gives worshipers space to pray, meditate, and be inspired to start another week fresh.
Outreach: prayer, celebration, healing, learning, giving, living and working together. We are small in number, but we are a Church in action. 
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Thank you to all the individuals who donated such 

terrific items and  the volunteers who  worked so hard at this year’s 

 Railroad Days event .  The Treasurer shop raised $1,211.  
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At the Chapel of All Saints, summer is not only the season of Pentecost. It’s also the season of edible delights prepared by the congregation to sell at the Cornwall Agricultural Fair (this year, September 20). The proceeds support organizations in need; last year, $3200 went to The Hunger Project. 

Everyone takes part, but the chief instigator is Joanne Wojtusiak, Muse of Preserving (and possessor of a kitchen that’s really good for group efforts). So far, volunteer cooks have produced jam (apricot, rhubarb-ginger, gooseberry – and peach/clementine marmalade); chutney (rhubarb, peach-ginger); cherries spiced or brandied; and crème de cassis. Yet to come: white peach/raspberry jam, blueberry jam; bread & butter pickles; crabapple jelly; plum jam or chutney; gourmet seasoned salt, made with fresh herbs; and other items, as Nature delivers her bounty. 

The whole enterprise depends on generous giving: of time, of energy, of excess fruits that would otherwise go to waste. If you have a huge crop and would like to give some, or if you would like to help pick, chop or peel, please get in touch with Joanne (672-6646 or bizspeak@optonline.net). 

Not Just on Sunday

The Book of Common Prayer tends to fall open every Sunday at page 355, the beginning of our weekly celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Once out of the pews and back in our lives, we can use the BCP throughout the day, at times of peace and at times of stress and pain. 

I had that truth reinforced for me not long ago when I spent a week in the ICU at Yale New Haven Hospital, hooked up to various machines, flat on my back and, frankly, pretty stoned with pain medication. I had managed to keep my glasses by me along with a small-sized BCP with its marker ribbon between pages 136 and 137, the start of four short daily devotions. 

The morning sequence begins with part of Psalm 51 – “Open my lips, O Lord…”) and offers periods of silence, a place for the Apostles Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and a final collect (“…you have brought us in safety to this new day”). It’s all on one page and during my time in the ICU, that’s about all I could manage without falling asleep! 

Similar prayer sequences follow in the BCP for noontime, early in the evening and “At the Close of Day,” a nice way to observe the Benedictine discipline of the hours. 

And there’s more. After the Eucharist sections of the BCP come prayers and services for the various Pastoral Offices – confirmation, marriage, and so on. Between pages 458 and 461 are Prayers for the Sick and prayers to be used by the person who is sick. Here I found a prayer I needed commending the “skill of surgeons and nurses” and one of my favorites (p. 461) written by a priest in Boston during the 1970’s who continued to serve his parish although he himself was very ill: 

This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help me sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen. 

The Psalms in the middle of the BCP can be combed for meaning and consolation as they have been for thousands of years. Following Psalm 150 there is a 32-page section of Prayers and Thanksgivings for all sorts of occasions and conditions. Many of these are beautifully expressed and worth a bookmark for later use. 

Maybe it’s time to think about buying your own BCP so that you can use its lovely prayers and psalms every day and not just on Sunday. If you can go online, go to www.churchpublishing.org, the Episcopal Church’s bookstore. There you will find BCPs of all sorts ranging from the pew copy at $19 and the slightly smaller version at $17. If you’d like, you can order fancier leather-bound copies. 

The Book of Common Prayer was first written in 1549 with the primary purpose of drawing “the people” into the new Anglican worship service. Folks who could read were urged to buy their own copies and to use them for daily readings. In fact, the availability of the first BCP contributed to the increase in literacy in the British population during the mid-to late-sixteenth century. 

I like to imagine how it must have felt to hold one of those old, gothic-typeset prayer books and know that the owner had the power to read and to pray from his own book. Honor those early Anglicans; get your own BCP and use it. 

Lisa Lansing Simont 

Chapel of All Saints 

REFLECTIONS AFTER ONE YEAR: A Letter From Our Organist

Claudia Roberts

I have been with you for just over a year now. It has been a good year for me, as well as a growing and learning year, and I hope it has been for you as well. “My” adult choir has had endless patience with me, and a strong commitment to rehearsals. We are looking forward to the beginning of another year, as well as perhaps approaching a youth music program a bit differently. If you hold a spark of interest in either the adult or the children’s choir—or know of someone who would like to sing with us—please call me at (860) 435-9119. Do not hesitate to call me with any questions or ideas you have concerning our music. I welcome your interest and input.

******* 
Canon Marge to Lead A Combined Vestry Workshop
 

The Canon to the Ordinary, the Rev. Marge Roccoburton will be leading a combined Vestry workshop for three Episcopal churches in the Corner at St. John's Church in Salisbury on Saturday, September 13th from 9 to 2. 
 
The discussion group will be in the form of a vestry workshop on the topics of Growing a Church and Long Range Planning.  Vestry and other church leaders from Christ Church Sharon, St. John's in Salisbury, and Christ Church Canaan will learn from each other.  We will all be asked to share one thing that is very positive and that works, so that we can learn from each other. 
 

We are fortunate to have Canon Marge, as she is affectionately known to us, work with our vestry during this past year. She has always provided a vibrant reminder of God's generous, loving, and abundant presence in our church, as well as offering insights on such  issues as talking about our church to newcomers, and creating useful parish literature.
 

On September 13 she will help our churches explore our shared goals of long range planning, church growth, and support between the parishes.  All leaders of our congregations are welcome!  We do need a head count beforehand, so that the people providing lunch can plan for you.  
**********

Mass on the Grass at Christ Church Canaan

Please join us for another Mass on the Grass service, as we celebrate and worship together on the lawn in front of the church, on Sunday, September 14 at 10 am.  If there is rain, we will instead hold the Mass on the Grass on September 21. 

Following the September 14th service, please join us for light refreshments and the very first of our  “First Steps” life skills workshops on  How to Organize a Babysitting Co-op, as described elsewhere in this issue of the Evangel.
REFLECTING BACK AND LOOKING FORWARD 

SUMMER REMEMBERED 

MEMORIALS 

We remember these people whose passing was celebrated privately or by church community. Each person mentioned below has affected people in unique ways, and the phrase by their names is an offering from one or more people. There are others who we hold privately in our hearts. 

· Howard Monnier, who has an ongoing presence of care and love continuing on beyond his life

· Grace Farr, who taught us what it is to have a grateful heart 

· Stuart Little, whose life was the standard for the definition of ‘gentleman’ 

· Daniel Hardy, who inspired many of us to experience holiness in new and deeper ways

SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS 

We are grateful for the gifts and wisdom of various people this summer 

· June, Marriage of Geri and Brandon Monnier (with flower petals distributed artistically by Kayden) 

· June was our annual church Sunday School picnic, at Pat Landis’ cool and refreshing pool. 

· July, a Berkshire Choral Festival Soloist presented for our congregation in Canaan. 

· August, Rev. Deborah Hardy Ford brought us a sense of the contemplative when she celebrated Holy Communion and the internationally renowned Dr. David Ford preached and made a presentation on Scriptural Reasoning—which is an interfaith textual Bible study: through the text we enter more deeply into the community of faith traditions, history, etc., including our own. 

· August, we invited to our Vestry meeting a leader from the diocese, Jack Spaeth, who presente dinformation on the diocesan investment program and on stewardship. 

LOOKING FORWARD 

This Fall we will offer the monthly Dori Gay First Step to our communities program.We will also offer monthly Evensong services and we will have our weekly English as a Second Language classes for our community people. Other events to note are these: we will join with other churches in a monthly Community Ecumenical Prayer Service, we will put plans together for the Thanksgiving Community Dinner, a Christmas Sing-along, and we will have the privilege and honor of having Bishop Laura Ahrens with us on Christmas Eve. See elsewhere in our Evangel for descriptions of some of these offerings. 

                                        First Step Series

                          Dori Carrado Gay,LMFT 








Facilitator







 Christ Church Canaan –Parish Hall






           58 Main Street, Canaan CT 
September 14th 


How to Organize a Babysitting co-op
Sunday  
11:30AM
· mEET OTHER mOMS

· sET UP program

· Discuss common needs & problems

October 13th 


Social Life after retirement


Sunday      11:30AM

· Explore social Activities

· Meet People your own age

· Organize Monthly activities

· Discuss common needs & problems

November 9th 


Get organized & accomplish your Goals
Sunday      11:30AM
· Make the most of your time

· Learn techniques to organize your day

· set a schedule to accomplish your goals
january 11th 


End emotional eating  & lose weight
Sunday      11:30AM
· Stop the dieting yo-yo syndrome

· learn to recognize hunger

· Development strategies to end emotional eating

This workshop series is sponsored by Christ Church – Canaan.

For more information call 860-824-7410
September 2008

	Please note new assignments for readers
	First Reader

Second Reader

Chalicist
	Old Testament, Psalm (OT/Ps)

New Testament (NT)

Prayers of the People (Pr)

	September 4

Geer Village HC
	1:15 pm
	Frances Ruff, Lorma Davis

	September 7
	Ushers
	Beverly Becker, Pat McGuire

	
	1st Reader oT/Ps
	John Leich

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Frances Ruff

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Counters
	Francis Ruff, Lynn Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis

	September 12

Geer Nursing HC
	11:30 am
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	September 14
	Ushers
	Dick Curtis, Pat Landis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps 
	Lynn Curtis

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Dick Curtis

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Lorma Davis

	
	Counters
	Lorma Davis, Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Altar Guild
	Frances Ruff

	September 17

Noble Horizons HC
	11 am
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	September 21
	Ushers
	Pat McGuire, Pat Landis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	Lorma Davis

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Dick Curtis

	
	Counters
	Pat Landis, Dick Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Lorma Davis

	September 24

Geer Nursing HC
	11:30 am
	Frances Ruff

Lorma Davis

	September 26

Healing Service HC

Christ Church

11:30 am 
	Reader/Server
	Lorma Davis

	September 28
	Ushers
	Beverly Becker, Lorma Davis

	
	1st Reader OT/Ps
	John Leich

	
	2nd Reader  NT
	Lynn Curtis

	
	Chalicist Pr
	Sylvia Nielsen

	
	Counters
	John Leich, Lynn Curtis

	
	Altar Guild
	Pat Landis
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God is our refuge and strength,
Always ready to help in times of trouble
Psalm 46:1
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Chirst Church, Canaan

 58 Main Street  

P.O. Box 965

Canaan, CT 06018

Phone: 860-824-7410

E-mail: admin@christchurchcanaan.org

	September 2008

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	1
	2


	3
	4  1:15pm – HC Geer Village

8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting -
Espanol Parish Hall
	5

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop

2pm HC Geer 
         Nursing


	6

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop



	7  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church

4pm Community Ecumenical Service Pilgrim House


	8

8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting

Adult –

Parish Hall
	9 3pm Adult Choir Rehearsal

8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting

Youth
Parish Hall
	10
	11
8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting -
Espanol Parish Hall
	12

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	13

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop

9am-2pm – Vestry Workshop 

	14  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church

11:30 –Dori Gay Workshop - 
	15

8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting

Adult –

Parish Hall
	16 3pm Adult Choir Rehearsal

8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting

Youth

Parish Hall


	17

11am Noble Horizons


	18
8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting -
Espanol Parish Hall
	19

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	20

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop

Cornwall Agricultural 

	21  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church


	22

8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting

Adult –

Parish Hall
	23  3pm Adult Choir Rehearsal

8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting

Youth

Parish Hall
	24
10:30am HC

Geer Nursing
	25
8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting -
Espanol Parish Hall
	26

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	27

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop



	28  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church
5pm Evensong


	29
8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting

Adult –

Parish Hall

	30 3pm Adult Choir Rehearsal

8pm – 9pm

AA Meeting

Youth

Parish Hall
	
	
	
	


[image: image6.png]



The Evangel





Christ Church, Canaan & All Saints Chapel, Cornwall





September 2008








Vicar’s View 


Lambeth 2008 Lessons Apply to Us





	An admirer of Simone de Beauvoir once requested a personal meeting and conversation with her.  de Beauvoir is reported to have said that a personal audience was not important-- anyone would know her better through her written words than through a deceivingly more immediate personal audience.  In a similar way we know more of the recently concluded Lambeth Conference through the addresses and sermons of Archbishop Rowan Williams than through the deceivingly more immediate sound bites of the national news service.  


 	It was not a perfect communion meeting.  Absent were people in protest for and in protest against the consecration of a gay bishop. Referring to the exclusion from official participation of � HYPERLINK "http://www.nhepiscopal.org" \t "_blank" �New Hampshire� Bishop Gene Robinson,who is in a same-gender partnership, Bishop Mark Heckwith of New Jersey said, said in an interview on July 20, "my heart is broken because, in fact, we are all not welcome here."   


	It was, however, in some eyes, a success.  The goal of continued communion was achieved.  


	“What happened at the 2008 Lambeth Conference?” several people have asked me this summer.  The conference, held every ten years, noticeably was not in the headlines, though in the  preceding year  the Anglican communion had made world news over its possible schism.  No split, no violence - in other words, no news worth reporting - occurred.  Instead the conference was dedicated to supporting a continued communion among widely different groups, not by voting but by reflecting together through sermons and Scripture study.	
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Your eye is a lamp for you body,


A pure eye lets sunshine into 


your soul 


Matthew 6:22  
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Vicar’s View con’t





	The opening and closing sermons and addresses by Archbishop Rowan Williams at the Lambeth Conference represent one of the deeper aspects of the conference.  In some ways they tell us more about the conference than we would learn through deceivingly more immediate sound bites.  


	These talks present the importance of finding Christ in the challenges of change, of finding Christ in others as we honor moratoria, and of the apostolic witness of Christ is in our own lives.  


	The challenge of change was named early on:  “May God give us the energy to change as God wants us to change individually and as a communion” are the words of Archbishop Williams on July 17 in the speech which opened the conference.  In the sermon on July 27, Williams addressed the source of all change.  He said: in fearful change the first message of Christ is “I am here.”  It is through this recognition that our hearts are opened and our souls expand, he said.  This is our message to the world, he said, that Christ is present.  Churches that are “divided and fearful and inward-looking don’t easily give that message,” Williams noted.





On August 3, Dr. Williams gave both a closing address and a final sermon.  In the address he spoke of what he proposes is the wisdom of moratoria, in which those on all sides of an issue are allowed time to grow together, to hear each other and to unite as a community of Christ rather than divide on political grounds.  Community, he further stressed, is not only the association of polite friends—it is to be with Christ, also “among the rejected.”





Archbishop Williams’ closing sermon noted the unique quality of our apostolic witness.  A witness in a courtroom is almost a bystander, but an apostolic witness is someone for whom the event of Christ has created a change.  “The Gospel is written so that we may recognize that (as the hymn has it) ‘this is our story.’   


 “We bring,” Dr. Williams said, “all of our thoughts, our reflections, our memories, our frustrations and our hopes” into our worship so that we may tell how something has shifted and grown in us –“so that others say to themselves, ‘Yes:  this is my story and I never knew it.’”





We in the Northwest Corner join with the apostolic witnesses to recognize Christ with us in our own changes, so that we can tell and live out this witness in our unique way.
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