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Sunday School
 
Christ Church is planning Sunday School, and is asking for creative adult volunteers.  We will offer Sunday School for a half hour before or after church, so that teachers and youth can participate more fully in the service.  One Sunday  a month there will be no classes, and instead there will be a more youth-participatory service, including a youth sermon.  
 
Each teacher will teach one Sunday a month for the nine months of Sunday School.  Adult leaders will work from one curriculum.  Will you offer your talents?  Please call the office and leave a message--824-7410.
 
All Saints will work to offer Sunday School as well.  We hope to find a person for a paid position once a month, for Sunday School, from 8 to 8:30.  If you know someone who is interested, please call Rosalie or email her  at RNealRichards@msn.com.  
 


Angel Food Ministries
 
The ecumenical gatherings and monthly prayer meetings in Canaan will continue this year on the first Sunday of the month.  Out of the friendships forged by these meetings, an idea for serving our greater community with affordable food is growing.  Planning meetings are occurring during September, and orders can already be placed through local Canaan churches.  Below is a short article  by Michele Bosworth, administrator for the Congregational Church in Canaan, about this new mission project.
--
Local clergy and parishioners of area churches met on Thursday, August 20 at the Pilgrim House, with representatives from Angel Food Ministry and organizers from the Greenwoods Church of Ashley Falls, MA to discuss a combined effort to bring Angel Food Ministry into our town. 
“With a heart to help others and a generous spirit, Joe and Linda Wingo founded Angel Food Ministries in 1994 to provide food for friends and neighbors who were struggling financially. Today the Angel Food program now is helping provide food relief to more than 500,000 families each month.” (taken from the AFM website).
Angel Food Ministry is not a food pantry, a food bank or a hand out.  It is a way for all individuals and families in any financial situation to purchase nutritious, fresh food at a much lower cost than the grocery store. Prices for a box of food start at just $22. You can purchase as many boxes as you’d like, as often as you’d like. There is no commitment.  A $30 signature box will feed a family of four for a week. When ordering, you may pay by cash, money order or food stamps. You may order once a month, and pick up is generally two weeks later.
The Angel Food Committee will meet again on Sept. 2nd at Pilgrim House, so stay tuned for details of Angel Food Ministries coming to our town! We will be looking for volunteers to help on distribution days and possibly to deliver to shut-ins.
For more information, please call the Christ Church at (860) 824-7410, or visit the Angel Food website at www.angelfoodministries.org.
                                                  --Michele Bosworth
 
Cornwall’s annual Ag Fair will be held on Saturday, September 13th on 
the Town Green opposite the Town Hall.  Once again, Chapel of All Saints 
members (and a couple of friends) are busily making delicious edibles 
(and potables) from locally grown produce.  All proceeds will be donated to 
food-focused charities.
This year we will be making more items with no additional pectin including 
a delicious White Peach  & Raspberry Jam.  We have received many 
requests for items we made last year and we will try to accommodate 
those requests but the rainy weather has impacted what’s available.  Some 
crops have benefitted from the wet weather including black currants which 
were very lush this year…  great for making creme de cassis!!
 
We will also have one jar of Red Currant jelly (thanks to Pat Landis) which we 
are considering auctioning off since it is “one of a kind” and has a wonderfully concentrated taste.
We hope to see you at the Ag Fair!!

MONTHLY SPAGHETTI  DINNERS BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER
--Bev Becker

Back by popular demand, Christ Church’s spaghetti dinners will be starting again on Friday, September 4th, 2009.   This time around we will be holding these dinners on the first Friday of the month, through the school year.  If the first Friday is a holiday, then the dinner will be held on the following Friday.
 Dinner will be served from 5 pm to 7 pm at Christ church Parish House.  The cost continues to be fellowship and support of our functions.  We would appreciate it if you would spread the word so that our fellowship dinners  become larger.  Help in any way is welcome, but not necessary.  We hope you will help us give to our community and to express Christ’s love through these dinners.  For more information call the Church at 824-7410 or Bev Becker at 824-5854.  

 


There are rumors about katydids that are similar to the forecast which ground hogs make regarding near-future weather changes.  Here is the folk wisdom about katydids:  six weeks after the first katydid is heard, there will be frost.
 
Six weeks after the first reported katydid sighting in Canaan will be September 27, the date of the parish picnic.  We stand firm--everyone will bring their chosen potluck dish and we will feast in the backyard of Pat Landis.  (Frost relocation is the Vicarage.)

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY
 People have asked to know how they might join the work in the area.  Below are some specific opportunities.  Please call the Christ Church office if you would like to be a part of these ministries.
 
English as a Second Language Classes--weekly classes, only requirement is to know English, not Spanish or Greek.  We also hope to have a director who will help oversee this outreach.
 
Weekday services at local retirement homes - this happens once or twice a week.
 
Angel Food Ministries--will need once a month volunteers, last Saturday of the month, for distributing at Pilgrim House and also for delivering to retirement homes in the area.
 
Spaghetti Dinners - need volunteers for cooking, cleaning, and eating with our guests!  In the future we hope to offer lectures of interest and youth activities, so these talents are also welcome.
 
Thanksgiving Dinner - organization will begin soon, we need people to take various aspects of the project.
 
Sunday School - we are looking for volunteers who will take one Sunday a month for 8 months of the year, half hour class.
 
Ag Fair - Saturday September 13, still cooking and canning!  Volunteers, please call church office for contact information.
 
Prayer Partners - will you volunteer to offer daily prayers for transitions for individuals and churches?
 
Picnics and coffee hours - your edible offerings are very welcome! 
September 2009 Server Schedule

	Please note new 

assignments for readers
	First Reader

Second Reader

Chalicist
	Old Testament, Psalm (OT/Ps)
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	 Please note new 
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11am
	HC Noble Horizon
	Pat Landis, Lorma Davis,Frances Ruff
	September 16th        11am
Wednesday
	Noble Horizon
	Pat Landis, Lorma Davis,Frances Ruff

	September 3

Thursday  1:30pm
	HC GEER Village

	Pat Landis, Lorma Davis,Frances Ruff
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1st Reader OT/Ps

2nd Reader  NT

Chalicist Pr
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Altar Guild
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Frances Ruff
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	September 23rd   10:30am
	HC Geer Nursing
	Pat Landis, Lorma Davis,Frances Ruff
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2nd Reader  NT
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	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1

8pm – AA Youth Meeting - Parish

	2
11am HC Noble

8pm- AA Big Book Study Group
	3

1:30pm – HC Geer Village
	4

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop
5-7pm Spaghetti Dinner
	5

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	6  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church

4pm – Ecumenical Pilgrim House
	7  LABOR DAY

8pm – AA Adult Meeting - Parish

	8

8pm – AA Youth Meeting - Parish

	9

8pm- AA Big Book Study Group
	10
	11

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop
2pm HC Geer 

         Nursing


	12

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	13  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church


	14

8pm – AA Adult Meeting - Parish

	15

8pm – AA Youth Meeting - Parish

	16

11am Noble Horizons

8pm- AA Big Book Study Group

	17

7pm - Vestry


	18

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop

	19

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	20  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church


	21

8pm – AA Adult Meeting - Parish

	22

8pm – AA Youth Meeting - Parish

	23

10:30HC Geer 

Nursing

8pm- AA Big Book Study Group

	24
	25

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop

	26

10am – 1pm

     Treasure Shop


	27  8am – HC CAS

9:30am – Adult Choir

10am – HC Christ Church


	28

8pm – AA Adult Meeting - Parish

	29

8pm – AA Youth Meeting - Parish

	30
	
	
	


Inspirational Quote

"
Far away in the sunshine are my highest aspirations. 
I 
may not reach them, but I can look up and see their 
beauty, believe in them, and try to follow where they 
lead." 
-Louisa May Alcott 

Christ Church Canaan
58 Main Street 
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Email : admin@christchurchcanaan.net
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Vicar’s View





September is a month of transitions.  Schools begin their classes;  high school graduates move on to college; many friends and other individuals experience changes in their lives.  Our own congregations are experiencing transitions.  Many individuals and friends are experiencing changes in their lives.  


 


There is a nearsightedness involved in the focus of transitions.  We keep our attention on what needs to happen next, and we begin to only 'see' our transition.  Not only that, we begin to think that our life is valued by how well we meet the challenges of transitions.  This is like the nearsightedness which T. S. Eliot described in the words of J. Alfred Prufrock, who said "I have measured out my life in coffee spoons."  


 


Each day it is refreshing to step back from the duties of the moment to experience the silence of God.  The psalmist put it this way:  "Be still and know that I am God."


 


We are called to more than the duties of the transitions that we face.  We are called to prayer.


 


As the famous Eastern mystic Yogananda said:  "One sincere person in meditation and prayer does more than all the world leaders, humanitarians and politicians combined."  


 


The retreat leader Jerry Thomas writes:  "Every thought and action has an effect on the world around us.  The effectiveness of these thoughts is in direct proportion to the degree of silence that supports them."  


 


Who are the people in our lives and in our churches who open the path to perfect silence for us?� 
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AG FAIR


 By  Joanne Wojtusiak














Youth Confirmation





 


Church leaders from the area are joining to offer Confirmation classes to youth from 


all of the churches.  The classes will  be held at St. John’s Church in Salisbury on the 


2nd Sunday of each month, beginning in October.  This will give the youth an 


opportunity  to experience other leaders and to know youth from other congregations. 


 To date there are four students signed up for the Corner Confirmation Classes.  


 


Below is an announcement sent to  parents and youth--� �The First Annual Connecticut Corner Youth Confirmation Class has been arranged!� �It will be taught by area people who are either clergy or in the discernment process.  � �It will be tremendous.� �Plans will be finalized at the organizational meeting in September, but here are the 


rough plans to get our wonderful youth confirmed this year:� �Each leader selected one of  7 topics to teach, there will be 7 classes, one class/topic,


from Oct through April.  Classes are (probably going to be)  2d Sunday of month, 


1:30 to 2:30 at St. John's in Salisbury.  


 �After each session there will be a very short compline service; parents and other 


adults are welcome to join in this.� �This grew out of a desire to offer our youth the best of the best for confirmation—


each leader will focus on one topic, and each month will be very well thought out 


and will be inspiring for the youth.  This will also give the youth an opportunity to 


know others (at this point we believe there will be four youth) and also to realize how 


broad this  church is--because we expect that the teachers will represent different viewpoints.  If you have not yet signed up, please call the church office at 824-7410.� �








Vicar’s View Cont’d





I have a visual memory of The Rev. Daniel Hardy, formerly of Twin Lakes and of Cambridge, England.  Each summer, when he and his clan would visit our church, he and 


his son-in-law Dr. David Ford would come to church a few minutes before the others.  I would look up as I was checking the altar before the service, and would see each of them kneeling in their pews, praying.  They did not perfunctorily drop to their knees and take 


their seats in the pews.  They stayed there, letting the silence of God reach their souls, commune with them.  � �When Daniel's wife Perrin gave Christ Church a kneeler as a memorial to her husband, it was the most perfect gift.  Not only is it beautiful, not only does it give the priest and lay liturgical leader an opportunity to pray on their knees, it is an image of what Daniel's presence is to this parish, a moment of perfect silence, where God  communes with our soul.


In Christ,  Rev. Richards
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All Saints and Christ Church agree to continue in separate paths.� 


The All Saints congregation will no longer constitute a “Chapel” of Christ Church, Canaan after the unique three year agreement period ends on October 31, 2009. This is the result of many prayers and discussions.  Briefly, here is a  bit of 


recent history.  


 �This past spring the two congregations of All Saints and of Christ Church sent representatives to meet with Canon Marge Roccoberton to discuss the future beyond October 31.  After these meetings and after more discussions among 


the congregations, both groups decided that it is timely to continue their paths 


in a different relationship.  All Saints congregation is in the process of seeking 


out the options for its future. It will continue to turn to Canon Roccoberton for guidance from the Diocese. Meanwhile, the eight o’clock service will continue 


to meet at the UCC church in Cornwall Village.  The change will also allow Christ Church to give more undivided attention to growth in numbers and money, as 


this dynamic community church continues her growth in serving her local community in many mission programs.� �As I live into this transition with both parishes I am reminded of my own


history with the growing independence of my daughter.  The loving relationship has continued through transitions.  I see this also happening among the two congregations--people from both groups offer each other  affirmation and 


support during this time of change.  � �I will continue with Christ Church as Vicar.  I am grateful for the three years I 


spent at All Saints.  Each person in both congregations lives in my prayers.


--Rev. Rosalie**


---------------------


** Note--Two people, leaders from the congregations, were asked for input in 


this important news.  Their suggestions were incorporated, and were very      helpful.    I asked them for a comment, and I share their responses below--


 


I truly think you've said what's important and expressed the heart of the CCC beautifully.--Lynn Curtis 


Rosalie, you have expressed it well.--Roxana Laughlin











